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CAPTAIN
STEPHEN CARD
PORTRAITS OF SHIPS
By Richotd H. wognel

cphd Cdd is th. l*dirg nmi.in. plin&r ol
theday. His sorls rE pminen y disDlqd on
tfie sfiips oacrffd, Hollud An.ric., Csb od

sag! s rsll 6 in nany pli.L @ll4tio6. fiey m
.l$ b€ sen in nund6 bool6 on @ liDe6 nd
ctui..sbip* o,E ol th. l!.ss fq lh.ir popuLdly G
d rhd G ndju{ 'slisic pod.jtt ofspeifrc sl ps

bur dther doke rh. pmdity of lh* ships ed lhc

rd $. f.rl .hrt Card! poinrings doke, tlEy
uld only hwe bM dde by ! silo. Bom d

rhe islmd of B.mudn in 19t2. lh. s w6
!l*r,s cLoe .t hdd. "I ws int €sLd h siips frcm
$. ag. of.bdn ll. h 6.r@ftd lo mc lodory-
.hing.l$. Inili.lly, I wotcd io b€ d enginFi Butl
srw the li8t. $ I *nt a a ddl odi6, lt. hugns.

A3 . Bnldr Sa C.d.!. Cardb li61 o@ri!
nity ro Ao b s E on Cu.d Lnds FmMi. in
1967. "Th. iiD .hn I wa doina wc th. lhE *r.*
Mdtul cni$. Thll wG i! I w hmt d ooer th0t"

wllil. still in $hel, Ca.d hld sv@l olier
oppodlnili.s b 30 b s.4 which dly @nfim.d his
cr6choi€. A6tdi4ly, whd h. ftni$.d shol ir
,970, h. joiien Ih. Gh.8ow fm ofJ & J D..bolm
Ship Md$gde trd. a. Navjatina C.d.t Ovd
rh.n. ll '*,h.b$brh.mkof chi.f orrc.r
Thd, in 1942, he r.lun.d lo Bmud. !o t k up0E
ror of ousl Hrbor M816.

Durit rhir p.riod. d 'wa a hobbt. Whd I
% ydnaer, I us.d b do p.rhi.3 rnd Lnd*.F3. li
wl shiF- ttd d dfde*ldo.d oE lh. tqa.'

One ofhis Ehriv.ly dly ship paintings w6
ofa HolkrdAnericacargo ship, rhe Nmdm. Asi{
hrp9.ne4 Hollmd Anerim *a hosina e dkbil
Fny in hdor of rhe dival ir Bmud! of a new
Hollmd Anedd ship !l5 Imed N6rdnm. Card jol-
hgv eid to lne ship's ,got 'l'll Gll you *h!t, I ht*
go{ rnir pairn'e ofdE old N@rd,D 'nd I will gtue ir
lo you in .x.iege fo. { invirrtion.'

Not olt did rhe rBenl giye Card s inyibrion
bur he shoued rhe pdnlina b rh. Ch,imd of Holl'nd
A168 Line Nim vD dE Vom. He I $
inpesd tn r d tno @kb p8ny he f,sked Cx b
point porfld! of tne enriE Hollod Aneriu nd.
"tud lhd w6 rhe *nob 6on I slcned paintiog frll

'I jus diht end 8ny bdt. | fi3uFd ifI
suld r.L @ugi to liE on - - @mF€B6le wa6 io
wndlhadbcnemingds6aepbir- rhenlwd
okay. Th. ffFl oouple of y.€rs! it Ms mayb€ sG
$ir{s, brt I w mddns ar tm., I *s doing ny oM
$ine - - it did nol nu( 1@ u.F . @uple of k n
'@ Tn. hrd lnh8 unn p0i.tina is tlEr yo @r
tnov uhfl yo! m Coirg to ad p6id. You h,ve ro vrit
lc *o* lo @De it\ yo hav. Io hop. for rh. 6ed. tr
is Dol sy b$ !tor lwhiL you led 10 live witn it
Fo€cl ohod . Mthly plych€t or o rekly p!y-
cneLnj{nd6t lt pFnrhduly. Ilyou e doins
. shq, you mrt for ! rlDlo y.r, lay dt ! n6iv.
lEiel ine bill, put tho sho* on ud you sit rheE wnn
ftngeu otwd hoping you e going ro sll e(eding

Anolh.r fodriioos .v.it involvins HolLnd
Ansjo sv@l rta kt r a€lin rlt ..d lh. N of
Cardr ..E. Clrd ejv€d . o!ry of Rotr rdda



.r?,{/ /r,,.. b) thi[ dc\]8i$
s(c ci ri\ne and on rhc !o!cr ol'
,. h{r rrs fard: pririirsnlrhr

Ror(Jam rhar hc had onc lnr
th)lland Am{is. Tt,r r.d (rd r)
l,Dl up I'a)ne $hosd \dars i'r
(rmi\al Corporar. sh,[tui i"r]
md i ' r i r ch imroh  rh  l l cc  \ c r r ' r
Ro((d n pai i,rg rlrs rtr crly dnc
dd [n lwk lFd deleLoNd \ir.c
rlM. ( d \rnrcd ri dtrar t' do r
i.\ nai'nins ror dr n.\r pnfli'r3.r

B) dr' poi'r- ( ri,r\rl
(irptidrn hid purM$i ll()ll$d
Ancn!. Jnd PaJ_ne qar sod.i'r$on
r  t r c r  s l i r  r b rHA l -  s l ' .M \k )b !
(lLcd rlrc stdcnds$. r nm,c rl'ri
l, lrrtr hodr 6! tutrr rturi(n'\
ll^l n,ipr Ar rhe luncll l'\nt

doi"! r Fi'ri"8 for$e r.\ nrit' a susgened ftr lr
en{l (.drn!l C.4bmi. sh,phr,ld,ng a t'op.el I
rlk)trNhr.h.ur irrd I si,l rr{c\.[opponuri\ \rh]
n.r '1. r Bnring of ench ol rhd fte sia(endaab]
(xm vxl lir.d fie iJlr ni JiJ Irrn\ Dingemrns. sl$
dc\isns tfu i'neriors In. r|t ll^l. \l,ips As a run'lr.
( rd |ms heen co'n'nninrrd r) do r seriesofplinri'us

Nhcr runard annotrnccd drr n $rs 6uildi'r!
Qr.cr Nlr4 :. cad \rtr. h Camnal cdrr^)rr.
\ h inb t r i l d i n !and"e id r l n t l  \ o t r l d l kebdo \o r l  I n r
()r.{ Nra,_a 1."'rhis pRirxNt \rsapproredand (lnl
t|a-tr( thk. rea6 *od rs .n poi'iinls in. crna
Moi .f rl$e are on QNll htrr so'ne are .n atreur

Ihese drrs. nu( dl 1r1,. p€i'nin-qs aRl \rl'd
lDeh.dr asls me ro Jo. Ir n connissions lhe\\ill
! , \ : 1 \an t  r  pa in r i ns  o l i uch  n l  such  a  sh ip .  Bu r i ,
l  \ .  i ns ro \a rd \ r  nn ) \ . rhcn  l t  ncomp le re l ) , r \
! h ) i ceand l \ i 1 l sp€ndda ] \ s , i ' , ! dmu lha l l $d !o l

( .|r.it ( &li anntkl' ht t.iri'N

at{tdt!\r,t v4^ :

l s e h i r  \ r o  . l t r r c  h i n g i t i ! r h e r  T h d n t r x ! r g ( !
\rnli"g in BennMn n cd D.rckF
!rl,t paimerrnd \oili"F \l ps I spenr ri 'ne *irh I)o!l
ir hi\ ntrdio A kn .l trhd I kno$ I tirlted W lilr
I)crL- rhd s shctu rl 'c iNllrncc ir Y.u donl hFo{
bur ]otr ptrr !p r'rrr hn\ of Lrhiiqu. ffuD 1r(r^

\h.n he h3 rn i,Jo fd 3 p3i.rin3 f \hcn 3
rlienriu-qlensr {'hjcd ntrip.inriig. crd! ftn i.p

thot)snr ol.hd \hLp |n)m rhc
litcn'cr "llLNt nccd rhrr n) kro$ shalh. llirt ](x,ls
l(c hcinre l{an di4ng litr clcf-rhii!.1\! hccdsc I
rirlr ('ncn'bershlr rlq rllka{ lilc Hc rhcr lrnr
\rcrchi4 vr.i,r\ nn,Fli i{rc{\ ino, nndlln rhi hc

B.raa h. h$f\ () rrri _ ho{.\!r (rd t({ts
ror as i'd) d.k,!n'phi ifrhr ship6 [ln\ibl.. liil
d'cr lnd &tr g. rl'nn'!h hundads.nd huidRnr oi pic
htr$ lid $Nr.r ld.r !)methin!jui n\ iss d tr,cond
( N,ld bejN dryrlris . . r lillc i'Mre or d.rriling
rli.r sould $o . n x diilcrd \c(irt '

I" rddirtrtr' r, \rsscnins.n idcr li' rlr p:'i'i-
ng- rh! phob!d \ pnnid.d.bils lhru. rl.nlin rhd
hc r .ds ro r rhe l ] I n rns .  " \ rhcnn . . {e (n )do i ru rhe
pai'ning. Jou r!\.oN lirrlc rri and )ou hr. k, hare
.ll rhe der'ik rar rl'!r rna. !' rh.r i\ \h.n )ou ian
*rEhin! rd 3\ trrli) plNroldphs6 p.sihl.. - lloy
trp!.diff.ent.i!lc\ litgn i \indoE. Iou(no\ rco8h

on ofcards sorli .oilprintinls |ftsd
to \orl in r!nlic\ hu( nor an\nrtr!.
\\?rercolor\ aid oi s. I nhdirional."

rarshr "Tlle inflDenceon \ \orl is noE conrc'nJr>
nn adiib lhe poicarJ nin\ r'rcm d€ tom ofrh.
ldtrtun rnd nore moddn, loi lilc l]illMuller Wfutr
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lyl*ha( h lols lil. but dG ir
h.v. . diridei is ir nid. up of

Sonaim.s lou .r. h.v. !
toup *irh r c!!.d ..d pid.- -
- thcE G s mdy vo.a.rions.
yer ir isjusr one lirredet'il,'

Cord\ poinrings or.
detoitn bul $ey arc nor techni-
c,ldBwines wl'en you s6.d
rvcml fet rsay rmm th.
p8inrin3 !d mr w dE rin.
ddbil r ir k nd Erlly ldi
doing. lr dlE$r imFrv. $.
inrg. rr rll. One oadE drng.^
of doi4 eftm€ PEcise work
b rhar th3r ir beones a Palc
gE, color for a *indow vh.e.
$ ifl rn doina a ow of*in.
doe I hidri do a srn color
rh.r 'nd rh. rexr lm l'll Pinr
pinl ro siv. a $nlidt .trcr. lr hccm6 mtr @l6ful
ih.n rlE EFririds soa. Yo hove @ plry wirh @t6
b.sus ar ln. end of rfi. dry rhlr is what tou rE l@l-

Aldsush Cardt prinrings !rc in tull color. he
ptofc^ ro sorksidi blrck md rnire tho.os. lfyouec
a slor imdse. you tend ro b. bound bt *t'd you s. Il
it k in bl,ckud *nic you qn n.k. ut your oD. col-
o^. a|rlud*hih isb.r aor Es@h. You hov. ro
|ffih ro sd ftnftl coloE corer 6d dur is 6!
.N3h to lind dr. Color Dhdqdtls F naer ighl
r.te.y bur ir 6 innu.ne tou ro rhi'k dd 6ar ir rhc
*ry sm.rhing should lok. Thft is one meirc
printr I knos yho cdnnor poinr curlrd Ed beeuse h.
ir lmting color photostupns. Inrheold&ycifyou
didnl us. lhe €ftd lik.r loi rhe cam.El. rh. Bd
lppclu vory di* lnd sc lno* ir *N! ir w6 r v.ry

whil. h. ls phot.*npfts for cf.mF. C,n
dG not mEly p.int. coA ofa pfiobgnph RrrlEi
h. .mF)ss d €nrirly fte $.n. dur depif rhe ship.
ono in rhc cmplny of orhd ship6. in r difaeEnr lla
lion, li oder ro do thh. C0rd rcsmh.d dE nisbry ol
rherhiD wirh a shiA you w. ro know rh. backgmuld
of rhc shiA lhe ship s care$ - - vh.E she hded, Nhen.
Onc of thc id6 | hod for Id Finring of ri. Frcmh
LiEt Fl.ndE *a ro h.vd hs sme*h.E orhq $0n
NcB Yo*. olp of rhe nicdr plx6 io m. is nE sol.d
p.sing th.lsl. of Wislt b.crus you m gd r good
vi.wof rheshap. Th.n. l rhdshr I b€Gchrk m my
hirort ro find ou lhdh.r FludE w.nr ro
soulhanpton b.Busc I hlvc nser sn pitoEs ol
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clttdn.e,J, nh h\ PadB.tL@,o

rbndE in s.dhupron. unril I s @k down lll rh.-
lidl. birs rd pia.s ii is ! bil ri*y !o sy do rhis or do
rhat. Once yotr hN. u inogc lik. thar n is ! qucsion of
destnins I nie sky to go wirh it lnd rhe dircti,on of
lhhl *neE b sive il rh. h6l ovcmll color"

Along lh. mc li6. C.rd lil.s ro b. hisro.i$l
ly sccude rtour rh01 orh.r lhips ro i*lud. in rh. cq-
Dcirion b.ydd ln. mri. subja]l. "I !y ro d. $n.rfiina
dd*illcomdoe t|l. shi0 islf. Somdin6 ir isjtri
dhs ships rhar I lik. rlu I lmr could h4€ b... rh.E sr
rhar p.riad. Onc. in r *hiLlou suld frnd an old tuwr
p€Fr, $y ln. N.w Yo Tim.s dd rh.y *ould $y:
'Qurn Eliab.rh ssilcd ot noon. And rhen ir would syi
'Als odbound Ms (u.gsholm and Eubp€ rnd sv.Bl
dher shipl rnd you sy. l.fs pu rh.n lll ro[.ihci.

'Some Foph I (mw .E h.ppt ro n.te ! picruE
blr ir i5 rh€ b&knnd fq m. lh.r is dF inrftsiry p€n
Wilhour ln. 6rlgou.d. I do d * hos dyhody @uld

nF 'enh $.r C.rd dde in colllEiion wid
his prinrirys hs enabl.d him ro wire M b6oks rhll .E
both d b.oks cnd mlitinc hidory b6ts (,,(^tdf
p€snb a series ofplintings thd he h.s done ofcunod
ship6 rlong wirh . iiiory af rh. ships depid.d in rhc
p,intiigs. His Hollard ltufta Line:,r spo e\t Line.
follo{s tfie se. p.lr.B.x.!Dr fcus oD rh. rniF ol
Holl$d Arfrio. In .ddiri.h. ne hd colh6o6r.d !i$
ri.r Pto'fi{ aa Qu.n oJ B.n".ta.bdr tn Fum*
BsudrLin shipoflharnde Th. s. rm iswort-
iry oa 3 new *nk .l (dhny of Pdens{ ships to



,cdid" *hidr th.y phr b @mpLL by 2ol0 bly b,fr b{t corsrd lik€ .h.t !h. fl.me spMd is aorh-
ing So, | *ror.3ll rt'b d rnd I mr n dM b
Cminl lcoeod Shipbuildi4] dd I sid lhis busi-
ns of pai'tins on .lMitun pm.k k. joke.' At ti6!
they did mr bL card siosly but !n.r @nsid.dng
tle isne fiih.r, 'th.t sid: Okry, jusl go !h@d ud
piinr on mv6 md w. will sluc it down, it is ok y."

sin@ dE shiF @ lir mdnhoed 6@ is m
pbblen vilh salt d d!* .f.cting tl|. p.inting,
Hosder, thft ir rh. pbblem of ovetelos sLqords,
'l da , picbE d srgd Ro* h yes !!o. Now, rh@
is r *ip .ldg dE boibm *,lE dE Firl ie .Lnod
ddet 3d. bee* aqy mira widr . wt Ee,
the 6bin tu rd *iD.s dl€ fftn. ll b derydly fd
rhe ldtn )* dd n he wip€d rh. piinr off- wn n
I € dsn I s.y'Donl do .hnl"

D6?ib *! diffi.uhie, C.d rill djot his
eo&. 'E!ch pohtina is a *hol€ n.w b.U gd.. It i3
mr dfrdcd by wh.t ha 8de bclc or E wh.1 is
soi4 b de !fre. Or€ n b finishc4 nb fnilH
'd I hrv. m iffi in *tllffi Blr dE pairing
rhi h up on rh. e*l lnd ie rhe Dbjecr od y€i it is

lhtrA pictuEs lhal e on€n disphyed d ships
!1s pcsnls $oe cfi,llo36 6d lddlek d
lnisb do nol fo&. For edple, ddd i|l. new

s.f.ly of Lif. al Se {SOI-AS) 'r€ dim $d 3o itb
.del in 2010 sridly linit dE Mr of cmbdibh
naGrial in e oq o o ship sush a r di@. Thh
af* .hc .mun od omposnion ofstrch 6inBs 6
dE to.litr3, erFline dd 6€ dadin SiG .h.
ois liB h.rc b6r .re tt'!t tlElr {ip6 *iI hlv€ b
cmpt vith lhe Fsulrtiors, rh. line hive b*r bt-
in8 lhm irro &cout in lhe shiF $.y h'rc hs build-
ing tgdy. Ba.@ . polni'g on mva tu hut!
m. liB h.v. dieLd dFt dtisE d.ring p,inrinr for
6.n ns ships Dun Donl lhem on dunind pmek.

''I vart !o Doinl on ceya shich is rh. b€n
diry, Sq I root @ ofths FEb dd I.d uD d oU
p.indn8 dd slud tl'e sv6 q tte s'f&.. I ton d
drc g6 @ker fiE on md hrd rhG thina siti4 fon lop
of6. nmc or ilsl h.ca, No he,r eed 6oush at all -
- it9sp€rGcdy sC- Tla I thld h Mld pd dE
Fi'ni's dom [o top of ln. fline] !d mrre nlA
Ator 20 minuIs the flme hrd dly 3trerd [i shon dh-
snel. Unt* yo 6 sd hd b.hind th. dE *irh
lnoul !ir, n Gjusl not goiq b bum. lfyoubllrhe
@v6 lrd s.!i it up ed pur . fE ro { it *ill pote

cop|ain ctd wnh hi| ,oidiry af
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